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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD'S DAY
Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 14, 2021                                                          10:00 a.m.

GATHERING

Prelude     Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

Welcome & Announcements
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Threshold Moment

Hymn #284 Holy Spirit, Come to Us

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession



God of love
We forget the beginning of the story -
That we were made from love, to be love, to give love.
Instead of rooting our narrative in the goodness refrain of creation,
We skip ahead and find our worth at the fall,
With Cain and Abel, lost in the wilderness.

We forget that first there was you, and you are love.
We forget that out of that love you created us.
We forget that from the very first day, you loved first.
We forget, because a love like that doesn’t make sense to us.
Forgive our low self-esteem.
Forgive our resistance to love ourselves.
Forgive our hesitation to trust that even we could be made good.
And forgive our tendency to pass that doubt on  - from generation to generation.
Write a new beginning for us that roots our confidence in your unrelenting love.
With hope we pray, again and again. Amen.

Silent Confession

Declaration of God’s Grace 

Congregational Response #447 We Are Forgiven



Passing of the Peace
Take out your phone and text to a church member, friend or family member - “The Peace of
Christ be with you.”

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
 

Children’s Message

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading Ephesians 2:1-10

Scripture Reading John 3:14-21

Sermon Again & Again, God Loves First

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Special Music For the Beauty of the Earth Tamar and Alex Mikeladze

Affirmation of Faith
We believe God is love -
Unconditional, constant love.

We believe this love exists for all,
Choosing each and every one of us,
Day after day,
Again and again and again.

We believe that God’s love is like a river.
Rivers cannot help but flow toward the sea.
God’s love cannot help but move toward us.
We are swimming in it.

We believe that God loved first.
We believe that God breathed life into dust.
We believe that God said, “This is good,”
And because we believe that God loved first,
We strive to build lives that reflect God’s love.
May we begin again here. Amen.

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation



Comment on Facebook if you have a joy or concern to be shared.  You can also email or call
the church with prayer concerns.  Tomorrow we will send a list of prayer concerns over
email to our community.

Hymn #471 O Lord, Hear My Prayer

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering
Your offerings support the mission and ministry of Eastminster Presbyterian Church.  You can give
online by going to http://www.eastminsterchurch.org/give/online-giving/

Hymn #618 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High

http://www.eastminsterchurch.org/give/online-giving/


Charge & Benediction

Postlude    In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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