Service for the Lord’s Day
November 8, 2020

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD'S DAY
November 8, 2020

10:00 a.m.

GATHERING
Prelude

”I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

Welcome & Announcements
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Threshold Moment & Lighting of Candles
Call to Worship
L. Through Moses, God said,
P. “Let my people go.”
L. In scripture, the law declares:
P. “In the seventh year, you must cancel all debts.
L. With grace, Jesus said:
P. “Give one coat away.”
L. With honesty, Jesus taught:
P. “Sell what you have, give that money to the poor.”
L. Faith has always involved letting go, releasing, setting free, dropping our nets,
giving to others, and following.
P. So in this hour of worship, may we release that which binds us.
May we worship with open, untamed, and porous hearts, so that we can
walk freely with God.
L. Let it be so.
P. Amen.
Hymn #684 Faith Begins by Letting Go

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Gracious God,
We admit to holding tight to that which we know and understand.
We put you in a box to avoid the shades of gray that come with faith.
We put worship in a box to avoid the discomfort of change.
We put ourselves in boxes labeled with gender expectations and societal norms.
We put others in boxes labeled “worthy” and “unworthy.”
We put all that we have in a box and pray we won’t run out.
So in this moment, we confess to holding tight to fear, greed, and worldly
structures.
Forgive us for missing the point.
Open our eyes to a new wayto a holiness found in open boxes, unclenched fists,
shades of gray, and holy release.
Gratefully we pray, Amen.
Declaration of God’s Grace

Passing of the Peace
Take out your phone and text to a church member, friend or family member - “The Peace of
Christ be with you.”

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Children’s Message
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 15:1-11
Scripture Reading
Sermon

Matthew 19:16-22
“Release”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Special Music

Tom Hardenbergh, Cane Flute

Affirmation of Faith
We believe that on the first day,
God released love and creativity over a void;

and that void became mountains and rivers, sunsets and starry nights.
We believe God released
God’s people from the grips of slavery,
liberating us day in and day out.
We believe God laid down with death
and was released from its grip,
knowing suffering and freeing us from this fragile life.
And we believe God invites us day in and day out to release our fears,
let go of assumptions, tear down walls,
throw open the doors, and walk closer to love.
May it be so.
Amen.
Joys and Concerns of the Congregation/ Pastoral Prayer
Comment on Facebook if you have a joy or concern to be shared. You can also email or call
the church with prayer concerns. Tomorrow we will send a list of prayer concerns over
email to our community.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering
Your offerings support the mission and ministry of Eastminster Presbyterian Church. You can give
online by going to h
 ttp://www.eastminsterchurch.org/give/online-giving/

Hymn Release What Holds You Back

Charge & Benediction
Postlude

”The Solid Rock”
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