
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Service for the Lord’s Day 
September 20, 2020 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD'S DAY 
 

           September 20, 2020                                                           10:00 a.m. 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude     ”Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
 
Welcome & Announcements 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Threshold Moment & Lighting of Candles 
 
Call to Worship  
L.  We gather now 
P.  as a people who have faith  
     in a story that stretches far before and beyond us. 
L.  It’s a story that tells us that what we know of life is only 
     a tiny part of the picture; that here, who we are is still unfinished. 
P.  It’s a story of how God’s redemption and restoration 
     rewrites what we know of ourselves, 
L.  editing our lives with words of grace and forgiveness 
     and creating an ending that speaks only of love. 
P.  We gather to worship God. 
 
Hymn #415 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 

 
 



 
Call to Confession  
 

Prayer of Confession  
Gracious and loving God, 
you have lived for us - we have not lived for you. 
You have forgiven us - we have not forgiven others. 



You have loved us - we have not loved ourselves 
  nor have we loved one another. 
Take pity on us and forgive us, God. 
Help us to forgive. 
Help us to live for you. 
Help us to love through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession  
 
Declaration of God’s Grace  
 
Sung Response #582   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

 
Passing of the Peace  
Take out your phone and text to a church member, friend or family member - “The Peace of 
Christ be with you.” 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
  

Children’s Message 
 
Prayer for Illumination 



Startle us, O God, with your truth 
and open our hearts and our minds to your wondrous love. 
Speak your word to us; 
silence in us any voice but your own 
and be with us now as we turn our attention, 
our minds and our hearts, to you, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings     Psalm 130 and Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Sermon “Confession and Pardon 
                         Third in a Sermon Series on Worship 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Meditative Song “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 
 
Affirmation of Faith       I Celebrate the Church of Jesus Christ by Ann Weems 

I celebrate the church, where we are called 
   from half-heartedness to commitment: 
commitment to a God who calls us to change, 
   to change our direction, 
   to be reborn 
   to a way of life where others are significant. 
 
I celebrate the church, 
where every child of God is hailed as unique and valuable, 
where arms are opened to the world’s outcasts, 
where the tired, beaten, disillusioned world is invited in 
   and surprised 
   by the life-giving word 
   that Christ accepts the children, 
   all the children of the world. 
 
I celebrate the injustices righted, 
   the protests made on behalf of the battered. 
I celebrate the awareness and awakening to humanity’s suffering, 
   the pain alleviated, 
   the scars erased. 
I celebrate the mercy and forgiveness 
   the tears wiped away, 
   the hands held, 
   the gifts given, 
   the children treasured and nurtured, 



   the races won, 
   the failures met. 
I celebrate the church of Jesus Christ. 
 

Joys and Concerns of the Congregation/ Pastoral Prayer  
Comment on Facebook if you have a joy or concern to be shared.  You can also email or call 
the church with prayer concerns.  Tomorrow we will send a list of prayer concerns over 
email to our community. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Offering 
Your offerings support the mission and ministry of Eastminster Presbyterian Church.  You can give 
online by going to http://www.eastminsterchurch.org/give/online-giving/ 
 
Hymn #435   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 

http://www.eastminsterchurch.org/give/online-giving/


 
 



Charge & Benediction 
 
Postlude     ”The Church’s One Foundation” 
 
Participants in today’s service: 
Minister: Rev. Kristin Stroble 
Acolyte: Lacy Myer 
Liturgists: Patsy King, Mary Lou Clifton, Molly Bloxom, Henry Bloxom 
Prayer of Confession: Robin Bell, Brenda Ramsby, Mary Harvey, Linda Hardenbergh, Sue 
Kalvonjian, Mary Ann Merchant, Susan Smalley 
Director of Christian Education: Neil Myer 
Pianist: Tamar Mikeladze 
Choir Director: Jadrian Tarver 
Tech Guru: Heather Myer 
 
 
Hymns are printed and streamed with permission from One License #A-725831 
 
 

SERMON SERIES: Why Worship? 
 
“Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the triune God. 
In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world and in their lives. As 
they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus Christ, believers are 
transformed and renewed. In worship the faithful offer themselves to God and are equipped 
for God’s service in the world.” (PCUSA Book of Order, W-1.1001) 
 
Have you ever wondered… 

● Why do I need worship? Do I really need to come to church? Does it matter 
in these COVID days that I watch worship on my computer every week? 
Can’t I just worship God on my own? 

● Why do we say a prayer of confession, it’s so depressing? 
● Why does it seem like every time I show up for church, someone asks me 

for money? 
● Why don’t we start out with communion or the sermon? Why is our 

service organized the way it is? 

Join us for this worship series all about worship. We will explore the PCUSA’s reformed 
understanding of the theology of worship (it’s interesting, thoughtful, and beautiful). 
Even while we can’t gather in person, worship remains central to who we are as a 
church, so let’s explore why. 
 
 

 


