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Additional Resources for Small Groups and Sunday School Classes by Week 
 
September through November—Alive in the Story of Creation 
During these months, your group may choose to expand upon your regular meeting times by 
engaging in some of the following activities related to faith, fellowship, and service: 

• Practice caring for God’s creation—help clean up Eastminster’s prayer path or take on a 
new practice that helps reduce your waste and carbon footprint. 

• Experience the awe and wonder of creation—go on a walk or explore MSU’s gardens 

• Celebrate creativity, which offers meaning and dignity—bring in and share with your 
group something you have made or share a skill that you have.  Make something 
together. 

• Celebrate beauty and creativity – Visit the Broad Museum at MSU 

• Participate with Eastminster in the Crop Walk, which will take place on Sunday, October 
13th.  Contact Mary Harvey for further information. 

 
Week of September 8th: Chapter 1—Awe and Wonder 

• Gen. 1:1-2:3; Ps. 19:1-14; Matthew 6:25-34 

• Video that Brian McLaren did on the book to introduce it1 

• “Primary Wonder” by Denise Levertov2: short poem on being present to the wonderful 
mystery of God 

• “Transfixed by Beauty” YouTube video3: 2-minute clip on the experience of awe 

• Hubble telescope photo gallery/image tours4 

• “Overview” from the documentary Planetary5: 20-minute clip documenting astronauts’ 
life-changing stories of seeing Earth from the outside 

• “The Science of Awe6:” short article on the psychology of nature-inspired awe 

• “The Mountain7:” 3-minute clip of compiled images from some of the most beautiful 
places on earth 

 
Week of September 15th: Chapter 2 – Being Human 

• Gen. 2:4-25; Ps. 8; Mark 3:1-6 

• Ecological Footprint Calculator8: a quiz to help people discover their biggest areas of 
resource consumption and teach what they can do to live more sustainably 

 
1 https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/we-make-the-road-by-walking-two 
2 http://theuncarvedblog.com/2015/02/10/denise-levertovs-primary-wonder-is-being-present-to-the-quiet-
mystery-that-sustains-us/ 
3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvELRHux66U 
4 http://hubblesite.org/gallery/tours/ 
5 https://vimeo.com/55073825 
6 http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2014-6-november-december/feature/science-awe 
7 https://vimeo.com/22439234 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/we-make-the-road-by-walking-two


• Learn more about the creation scriptures by watching this video9 

• Sing together or study the lyrics to the hymn “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets,” 
found in our hymnal (#23).   

• “The Summer Day” by Mary Oliver10: poem that addresses the sacred act of being 
attentive to creation 

• We will not be looking at chapter 3 in worship, but you might want to combine chapters 
2 and 3 for your small group time.  

 
Week of September 22nd: Chapter 4—The Drama of Desire 

• Gen. 3:1-13; Ps. 32, Phil. 2:3-11 

• Anna Carter Florence takes a look at the verbs in Genesis 3 in her book “Rehearsing 
Scripture.”  You can borrow Kristin’s book or find this section in the preview of her book 
on google books11 

 
Week of September 29th: Chapter 5 – In Over Our Hands 

• Gen. 4:1-17; 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 8:1; 9:7-17, Ps. 51; James 4:1-8 

• Use the children’s book “Cain and Abel” by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso.  You can borrow this 
from Kristin or try to find it at the library. 

• Genesis 9 with nature scenes12 
 
Week of October 6th: Chapter 6—Plotting Goodness 

• Gen. 12:1-9; Gal. 3:6-9; Mark 11:15-19 

• Interfaith Literacy Quiz13: tool for exploring how much people know about other 
religious traditions 

• The Pluralism Project14: Harvard-run initiative to explore the rapidly changing American 
religious landscape 

• “Honoring Our Particularities” with Walter Brueggemann from the Visual Liturgy video 
series15: brief video with commentary on the importance of religious particularity in a 
pluralistic world 

• “Knowing and Loving Our Neighbors of Other Faiths” from the Visual Liturgy video 
series16: 5-min video on the practice of genuinely loving people from many religious 
traditions 

 

 
8 http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/calculators/ 
9 https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/garden-of-delight 
10 https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/133.html 
11 
https://books.google.com/books?id=NmJnDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions#v=
onepage&q&f=false 
12 https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/genesis-9 
13 http://ifyc.org/quiz 
14 http://www.pluralism.org/ 
15 https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/honoring-our-particularities 
16 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/knowing-and-loving-our-neigbors-of-other-faiths 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/garden-of-delight
https://books.google.com/books?id=NmJnDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=NmJnDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/genesis-9
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/honoring-our-particularities


Week of October 13th: Chapter 7—It’s Not Too Late 

• Gen. 18:9-33; 22:1-14; Micah 6:6-8; Acts 17:19-34 

• “Seeking Aliveness: Faith” from Brian McLaren Visual Liturgy video series17: 8-min video 
on the Christian faith as one that opens possibilities for an abundant life, against all odds 
of a world where full life can seem impossible 

• “A Stance of Unknowing” with Barbara Brown Taylor, also searchable under Visual 
Liturgy video series18: brief video with commentary on embracing the mystery of God 
and questioning how God works 

 
Week of October 20th: Chapter 8—Rivalry or Reconciliation? 

• Gen. 32:22-33:11; 50:15-21; Matt. 25:31-40; Luke 10:25-37 

• “We Make the Road by Walking: Two” from Brian McLaren Visual Liturgy video series 
(see login instructions on Sunday School guide)19: short video exploring the mystery of 
God, which reconciles us all to one another through Jesus 

• “Doing Justice20” from Visual Liturgy series: 11-min video on the Christian practice of 
doing justice that works for the common good 

• “Lectio on Injustice21:” article with recommendations for how to meditate on issues of 
injustice; could be applied to a current event 

• Restorative Justice resource page22: filled with lectures, articles, and multimedia 
resources on restorative justice 

 
Week of October 27th: Chapter 9—Freedom! 

• Ex. 1:1-14; 3:1-15; John 8:1-11; Gal. 5:1, 13-15 

• “The Power of Being With23:” article on a model for service of the marginalized that 
favors solidarity over charity; speaks to the presence of God with us 

• “Solidarity with the Oppressed” with Christena Cleveland from Visual Liturgy series24: 
12-min video on Jesus’ liberating solidarity with those on the margins 

• “Towards a New Solidarity25” by Brother Alois of the Taizé monastic community: a letter 
that advocates for a solidarity based on trust in one another and in God 

 
Week of November 3rd: Chapter 10—Getting Slavery out of the People 

• Ex. 20:1-21; Matt. 22:34-40; Heb. 10:1-18 

• “Passover Remembered” by Alla Renee Bozarth26: poem that challenges people to 
consider the exodus narrative and the celebration in their lives today 

 
17 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/seeking-aliveness-faith 
18 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/a-stance-of-unknowing 
19 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/we-make-the-road-by-walking-two 
20 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/doing-justice 
21 http://alivenow.upperroom.org/2013/08/28/lectio-on-injustice/ 
22 http://restorativejustice.org/restorative-justice/about-restorative-justice/tutorial-intro-to-restorative-
justice/#sthash.WjE4M85M.dpbs 
23 http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2015-06/power-being 
24 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/solidarity-with-the-oppressed 
25 http://www.taize.fr/IMG/pdf/131en_stock_web.pdf 

http://restorativejustice.org/restorative-justice/about-restorative-justice/tutorial-intro-to-restorative-justice/#sthash.WjE4M85M.dpbs
http://restorativejustice.org/restorative-justice/about-restorative-justice/tutorial-intro-to-restorative-justice/#sthash.WjE4M85M.dpbs


• “Keeping Sabbath” lesson plan27: guide for exploring the commandment to rest 

• “God’s Countercultural Invitation to Sabbath Rest28:” article that reflects on the practice 
of Sabbath as a liberating response to work; links to many other Sabbath-related 
resources 

• “Sabbath: A Practice in Death” with Barbara Brown Taylor29 from Visual Liturgy video 
series: 2-min clip on the practice of Sabbath as resistance to a productivity-minded 
culture 

 
Week of November 10th: Chapter 11—From Ugliness, a Beauty Emerges 

• Deut. 7:1-11; Ps. 137:1-9; 149:1-9; Matt. 15:21-39 

• “Father Gregory Boyle on a Community of Kinship30”: 2-min YouTube video in which the 
author of Tattoos on the Heart addresses the power of kinship 

• “The Calling of Delight: Gangs, Service, and Kinship” On Being podcast with Greg Boyle31: 
consider selecting portions of this hour-long interview to play; addresses how we can 
diminish the boundaries between “us” and “them” to embody God’s all-surrounding 
love 

• “Friendship and Intimacy32” from the Visual Liturgy video series: 7-min video on the 
practice of inviting others into our ever-widening circle of relationships with others 
 

Week of November 17th: Chapter 12—Stories That Shape Us 

• 2 Kings 2:1-15; Ps. 23; Acts 1:1-11 

• “Seeking Aliveness: Word33” from Visual Liturgy series: 6-min video with Brian McLaren 
that addresses the delicate art of scriptural interpretation 

• “The Danger of a Single Story” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie34: TED talk that addresses 
the importance of narrative and the way we interpret it 

• “Data vs. Narrative” with Walter Brueggemann from Visual Liturgy series35: 6-min video 
on the stories that sustain us, as a community of Christians 

 
Week of November 24th: Chapter 13—The Great Conversation 

• Is. 1:1-2:5; Romans 15:1-13; Matt. 9:10-17 

• “Unexpected Voices” from Visual Liturgy series: 3-min video exploring the ways in which 
modern prophets speak today36 

 
26 http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/passover-remembered/ 
27 http://www.lifelongfaith.com/uploads/5/1/6/4/5164069/living_well_small_group 
_guide_-_keeping_sabbath.pdf 
28 http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/god-s-countercultural-invitation-to-sabbath-rest 
29 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/sabbath-a-practice-in-death 
30 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2nerjG5rVA 
31 https://onbeing.org/programs/greg-boyle-the-calling-of-delight-gangs-service-and-kinship-nov2017/ 
32 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/friendship-and-intimacy 
33 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/seeking-aliveness-word 
34 http://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/transcript?language=en 
35 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/data-vs-narrative 
36 https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/unexpected-voices 

https://onbeing.org/programs/greg-boyle-the-calling-of-delight-gangs-service-and-kinship-nov2017/
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/unexpected-voices


• “Defeating Dualism with Imagination37” with Barbara Brown Taylor: 3-min video on the 
“both/and” quality of God through scripture, along with the importance of honoring 
God’s mystery 
 

Advent—Alive in the Adventure of Jesus 

• Stay after church on December 1st for lunch and an intergenerational program 
introducing this theme. 

• Do the practice of lighting an advent wreath or a candle everyday as you read the book 
or do you own devotions. 

• Help out by being a church host for the student study hours one of the time slots – 
December 7-12th.  Use the quiet time in the church for prayer. 

• Find a way to serve this month – perhaps the Advent House meal or by helping to wrap 
gifts for Haven House 
 

Week of December 1st: Chapter 14—Promised Land, Promised Time 

• Luke 1:67-79; Dan. 7:9-28; Is. 40:9-11;  

• Advent Examen38: a guided process for reflecting on the ways in which the hope of Jesus 
may enter our lives during the season of Advent 

• “Learning How to Hope39” from Visual Liturgy series: 2-min video on hope, the first 
theme of Advent 

 
Week of December 8th: Chapter 15—Women on the Edge 

• Luke 1:39-55; Is. 7:14, 9:2-7; Romans 12:1-2 

• “Hope of the World40” from Visual Liturgy series: 6-min video of actress delivering a 
monologue from Mary’s point of view 

• “Bearing the Divine through the Ordinary41” from Visual Liturgy series: 3-min video 
reflecting on Mary’s role in the Christmas story 
 

Week of December 15th: Chapter 16—Keep Herod in Christmas 

• Matt. 1:18-2:15; Jer. 32:31-35; Micah 5:2-5a 

• “Justice, Power, and the Kingdom42” from Visual Liturgy series: 4-min video with Brian 
McLaren that discusses justice and the use of power in the kingdom of God 

• “Peacemaking and Nonviolence43” from the Visual Liturgy series: 9-min video on the 
Christian practice of peacemaking 
 

Week of December 22nd: Chapter 17—Surprising People 

 
37 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/defeating-dualism-with-imagination 
38 http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/18250/advent-examen 
39 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/learning-how-to-hope 
40 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/hope-of-the-world 
41 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/bearing-the-divine-through-the-ordinary 
42 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/justice-power-and-the-kingdom 
43 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/peacemaking-and-nonviolence 



• Matt. 1:1-17; Ps. 34:1-18; Luke 2:8-20 

• “The Risk of Incarnation44” from Visual Liturgy series: 5-min video on the significance of 
Jesus’ humanity and vulnerability 

• “The Audacity of Vulnerability45” from Visual Liturgy series: 5-min video with a reflection 
and poem on Jesus’ vulnerability 
 

Week of December 29th: Chapter 18—Sharing Gifts 

• Ps. 117; Matt. 2:1-12; Luke 2:25-32 

• “Toward the Other46” from Visual Liturgy series: 13-min video with Brian McLaren on 
moving from hostility toward people of other faiths to hospitality 

• “Hospitality in a Multifaith World47” from Visual Liturgy series: 5-min video on the 
practice of hospitality through genuine encounters with our neighbors of other faiths 

• “Hospitality and Salvation48” from Visual Liturgy series: 5-min video on the Christian 
practices of hospitality and openness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
44 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/the-risk-of-incarnation 
45 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/the-audacity-of-vulnerability 
46 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/toward-the-other 
47 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/hospitality-in-a-multifaith-world 
48 http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/hospitality-and-salvation 


