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 "There is nothing more exhausting for the person," Howard 

Thurman wrote in The Inward Journey, "than the constant 

awareness that his life is being lived at cross-purposes.  At such 

moments the individual seems to himself ever to be working 

against himself.  What he longs for is the energy that comes from 

a concentration of his forces in a single direction, toward a single 

end." 

 Perhaps an implication of what Thurman said is that working at cross-purposes shatters our 

integrity, but working at the purposes of the cross makes us whole.  One of the things that was so 

compelling about Jesus' life was his single-mindedness, that concentration of energy Thurman 

writes about, that focused intent on faithfulness to God's call no matter where the called.  We have 

tracked his journey through the spiritual season of Lent; we reach journey’s end at the cross. 

Few of us, when we accept the name Christian, expect our journey to be rough.  We tend to 

associate faithfulness with pleasant and supportive experiences: a certain hope for the future, a 

comfort in affliction, and the strength of a loving community.  But there is another side to 

faithfulness, a resolute one, which requires that we follow Christ into hostile territory and work at 

the purposes of the cross.   

The call to seek justice, for instance.  The call to right wrongs, to intersect prejudice with 

love, to speak the truth even when it’s unpopular, and to take a stand against the ordinary grain of 

the world.  Christians are called to enter modern day Jerusalems where what awaits is not pleasant 

and kind.  As Frederick Buechner puts it, "...when God puts the finger on people, their troubles 

have just begun."  Or, as Will Campbell, veteran of the civil rights campaigns, used to quip, "When 

God calls, it always comes collect."  A more theological way to put it is without a crucifixion, there 

is no resurrection.   

 One saint who had suffered greatly for his faith was asked why he didn’t take a safer route 

through life.  He said, "When I die and stand before God to justify my life, I do not want to have to 

hear, 'Where are your wounds?  Was there nothing in life worth suffering for?'"   

 That's not the way we usually frame the question.  Our questions are more often along these 

lines:  "How can I design my life in order to minimize my suffering and the suffering of those I care 

most about?  What can I do to limit life's intrusions, inconveniences, and interruptions?  How can I 

become free to do as I please, when I please, in the way I please?"  Had these been the questions 

Jesus was asking, rather than living his creatively faithful life, there would be no cross, no 

Christianity, and perhaps no hope.   

It is the action of faithful persons in the world that begins to make the hostile places 

habitable.  But it costs something to be faithful.  It costs our willingness to suffer, to take risks, to 

expend our lives instead of trying to conserve them.  "For those who seek to save their lives will 

lose them, but those who lose their lives for my sake shall surely find them."   

If the people of Christ go through life as though the principal value is to minimize the costs, 

all we are doing is minimizing our value. 
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Focus on Faith 
6:00 p.m. – supper 

6:45 p.m. – program 

April 5  
 

On Wednesday, April 5, we will hold our last of five evenings of a simple supper of soup, salad 

and bread, and a special time with congregation members sharing their faith. This will be an 

interview format (à la Inside The Actor’s Studio’s James Lipton) and interviewees will be asked 

questions to help guide them through the discussion of how their faith informs their lives. Plan 

to join us and learn about your fellow congregation members and how their faith has shaped 

their lives.   

April 5 - Robin Bell 
 

Sign up Sheets are in the Green Room for this Wednesday and Maundy Thursday. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 

Worship Service 

10:30 a.m.  

THURSDAY, APRIL 13 

6:00 p.m. Supper 

7:00 p.m. Worship 

Join us as we gather for a 

simple meal of soup, 

salad & bread, worship 

and celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper together. 

Reservations are not 

required but are 

appreciated to be sure  we 

have enough food.  Please sign-up in the Green 

Room or call the church office to bring soup, salad 

or bread and/or to help with set-up or clean-up.  

Childcare provided. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 

Worship Service 

10:30 a.m.  



 

 4 

Sunday School  

Sunday Mornings - 9:30 - 10:15 a.m. 

Children and Youth—Lower Level 

April 9     Maundy Thursday 

April 23   David 

April 30   David & Goliath 

Ages 4-Grade 1 

Holy Moly is designed to ignite a biblical imagination that lasts a lifetime for 

young children.  Each week participants see a video and use their gifts of 

observation to become theologians in their own right. It is amazing to get their 

insight!    

 

 

Grades 2-4 

Whirl is a curriculum that follows the Revised Common 

Lectionary.  Each week the lesson will be introduced with an animated 

video, kids will then dig into the scripture, and respond to God’s word 

through creative activities. 
 

Grades 5-7 
With the re:form session videos, youth encounter a question from the 

historic Christian faith through creative, provocative humor, illustrations 

and animation. Each question is presented in simple terms to encourage 

exploration and discovery. 

April 9     Matthew Holy Week 

April 23   Thomas Answers Jesus 

April 30   Road to Emmaus 

Ages 4—2nd Grade (during worship) 

Children’s Worship was created to make 

a special place where children can come to 

encounter God, to be still with God and to 

listen to God. It is a place where they come 

to nurture their spiritual life.” 

April 9    Jesus Enters Jerusalem 

April 16  Jesus Appears to Mary 

April 23  Road to Emmaus 

Midweek Bible Study 

Thursdays, 1:00 p.m.  

We meet weekly on Thursdays, 

1:00 p.m. in the Green Room.   

Men’s Breakfast  

Bible Study  

Wednesdays @ 7:00 a.m. 

meets every  Wednesday at 

7:00 a.m. in the Green Room. 

Continental breakfast is always available.   
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ADULT EDUCATION 

9:30 a.m. – Green Room 

 “Who Are Our Neighbors?” Join us Sunday mornings when we have a 

series of presentations which will help us discern who our neighbors are 

and educate us on understanding the issues that they face right in our own 

backyard. 
 

April 2 –  UKirk@MSU Representatives from UKirk@MSU, the newest campus ministry in the 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan, will be with us to share their experiences with UKirk. These 

neighbors have been to Presbyterian conferences at Montreat and will be going on a mission trip 

to St. Louis this summer.  Please join us to learn more about the ministry and the young people 

who have found a faith community in UKirk@MSU. 
 

April 9 – Q-Cross Representatives from Q-Cross will be with us to share their experiences and 

mission focus. “Our mission is to provide support and affirmation as an inclusive, 

interdenominational coalition of LGBTQ+ Christians exploring spirituality at and around 

Michigan State University. We strive to meet one another on our spiritual journeys through both 

religious and secular outreach, education, and fellowship, allied to the surrounding 

communities” (from their website). 
 

There will be no Sunday School classes on Easter Sunday, April 16,  
 

April 23 – EVE, Inc. (Ending Violent Encounters)  Community Development Director Nancy 

Bates will be with us to share information on the work that EVE, Inc. does to serve those who have 

experienced personal violence. “EVE provides supportive services to survivors of domestic abuse 

and sexual violence, while empowering our community through education and awareness... 

Programs are client centered and free. They are designed to empower survivors by assisting with 

housing, legal issues, parenting, job skills, health and safety issues” from the website). 
 

April 30 –  Ingham County Health Dept. – Women’s Health  Tammy Maidlow from the ICHD 

will make a presentation on the role the Health Dept. plays in providing women with  health 

screenings. “The Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Navigation Program or BCCCNP is part of a 

nationwide effort to decrease breast and cervical cancer mortality by providing breast and cervical 

cancer screening services for low to moderate income women who have no insurance or are under-

insured” (from their website).  

Presbyterian Women 

Bible Study 

Tuesday, April 18 @ 1:15 p.m. 

The EPC PW will meet at 1:15 p.m. in the 

Green Room.  Lesson Eight of Who  Is 

Jesus? is “According to the Other Abrahamic 

Faiths”. The Lesson Leader will be Linda 

Hardenbergh. Please pre-read Genesis 12:1-4; Matthew 

1:1; and Galatians 3:6-7; 4:23-29.  

 The 2017 Birthday Offering envelopes will be 

available at the April & May meetings—all donations 

are due by May 16, 2017.  This offering funds mission 

projects that improve the lives of women and children 

around the world. 

 

Church Women United 

Monday, April 10 

JUSTICE 

Time:  1:00 p.m. 

Where:  Saint Andrew  

      Orthodox Church 

     1222 Greencrest Avenue 

      East Lansing, MI   

Speaker - Doug Brown will present 

his mission trip experience to North 

Korea. 

Questions? Contact Anita Turner/ 

Barbara Burke/ Jan Ewing 
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Many thanks to… 
...the following people who 

gave so generously of their 

time and effort on behalf of 

Eastminster for the monthly 

meal at Advent House on March  11. 
Cooks: 

Sherri & Gary Blanchard 

Jan Coye 

Elizabeth Evangelista 

Linda Hardenbergh 

Barbara Lowes 

Cindy Nixon 

Susan Smalley 

Jen Wyble 
Servers:  

 Phillips & Johnson Families  
  

Coordinator of the Day:  Terry Graham 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  

Family Camp  

August 18-20 
Eastminster will be heading to 

Skyline Camp & Retreat 

Center for a weekend of fun, 

fellowship, and worship in August. We’ll have 

time for spiritual reflection, swimming (pool), 

boating (pond), hiking, games, and a cookout on 

Saturday night. Dining hall meals are included. 

The accommodations are comfortable for folks of 

all ages. Check out the website 

www.campskyline.org; our whole group will be 

staying  in the Focus building. More details to 

come in future newsletters.  If you are already 

interested in attending or working on 

programming, please contact a member of the 

Discipleship Ministry:  Beverly Bonning, Brian 

Heitman, Sam O’Neill, and Neil Myer (staff) 

 

They’re off and running! 

Your Pastor Nominating 

Committee (PNC) has 

begun meeting on a 

regular basis. There is 

great excitement within 

the group as the process begins.  You can look 

for periodic updates in  future issues of The 

Voice.  Your prayers would be greatly 

appreciated. 

4/5 Tom & Jan Hazlett (65 yrs.) 

4/11 Bob & Marilyn Banghart 

4/19 Norm & Cindy Mackay 

4/29 Jeff & Sam O’Neill 

4/1 Iris Altemeier 

4/1 Izabel Batten 

4/6 Jeffrey Frey 

4/6 Cindy Nixon 

4/7 Bruce Augenstein 

4/9 Ron Davis 

4/9 Marcia Engelkes 

4/12 Ted Hagan 

4/12 Mary Ann Merchant 

4/12 Shirley Remer 

4/13 Jean Graham 

4/14 Kathy Duryea 

4/15 John Thornburg 

4/18 Cynthia DiBello 

4/22 Barbara Moss 

4/26 Bob Walter 
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SESSION DIGEST—MARCH 2017 

• Session welcomed the newly-elected PNC to its March meeting to share information and 

 ideas important to the search process. 

• Eastminster’s website has been redesigned. 

• Session approved a motion to add a “give now” button to Eastminster’s website so that 

 financial contributions can be made on-line.  

• Sunday holy communion services will be served by intinction over the next several 

 months. 

PER CAPITA  S $26.75 - 2017 PER CAPITA  RECEIVED AS OF 3/27/2017  $ 1,547.29 

FEBRUARY 2017 MONTHLY FINANCIALS 

RECEIPTS $  31,739.75  ANTICIPATED PLEDGED INCOME $   23,666.67 

EXPENSES $  32,328.48  PLEDGED GIVING RECEIVED $   30,101.30 

   DIFFERENCE +/(-) $     6,434.63  

ENDING BALANCE $      (588.73)  PLATE OFFERING  $       552.00 

ELEVATOR LOAN BALANCE AS OF  3/27/2017  $  127,262.63 

GIFTS TO ELEVATOR LOAN FUND AS OF 3/27/2017  $  3,000.00 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is the 

Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Lenten season annual 

offering which supports projects addressing basic human 

needs in the US and over 100 other countries.  Your 

contributions support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), and 

Self-Development of People (SDOP). 

 When natural disasters strike, it is PDA participating ecumenically with other church and 

non-governmental agencies to bring relief to affected populations.  Addressing the systemic causes 

of hunger across the world is the main mission of PHP, and investing in communities combating 

poverty, injustice, and racism is the focus of SDOP.  These programs express our core values as 

Presbyterians who have heard the call of Christ to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and lead the 

oppressed to freedom from want and tyranny.   

 Offering envelops are in the sanctuary pews.  We encourage you to give generously and 

give often.  Make it a Lenten discipline, so each of the forty days of Lent is another opportunity to 

prayerfully support these effective programs of healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was elected at the March 12 called congregational 

meeting.  Members include: Sulin Campbell, Mary Lou Clifton, Rick Johnston, Estelle 

McGroarty, Heather Myer, Irv Nichols, and Emmanuel Yewah. 
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Faith & Film 

Monday, April 24  

@ 6:00 p.m. 

Join us this month on the 4th 

Monday of the month for a light 

meal, fellowship, and lively 

discussion on films.  Please watch 

the film  on your own, then join us and bring 

$4 to pitch in for the meal. 

April 24 - Loving  “...is a 2016 American 

historical drama film which tells the story of 

Richard and Mildred Loving, the plaintiffs in 

the 1967 U.S. Supreme Court decision Loving 

v. Virginia, which invalidated state laws 

prohibiting interracial marriage. The film was 

produced by Big Beach and Raindog Films, 

and distributed by Focus Features. The film 

takes inspiration from The Loving Story (2011) 

by Nancy Buirski, a documentary which 

follows the Lovings and their landmark 

case” (Wikipedia). 

Movie and Lunch 

Our dinner and a movie has 

changed to movie and lunch 

on the 3rd Wednesday of the 

month. All persons are invited. The movie is 

picked the weekend before and by what is 

playing the afternoon of that day. An email list 

has been formed to notify persons who are 

interested. Let Barb Stowitts 

(barbstow@yahoo.com) know if you would 

like to be included on the movie email list. 

Lunch is decided by the people attending. 

The sympathy of 

the  congregation 

is extended to 

Allen & Elaine 

Cable on the loss 

of their son, Kendall, who died and entered 

the Church Triumphant on March 26.  A 

celebration of Ken’s life was held on April 1 

in Gunnison, MI. 

Book Club 

Saturday, April 1  

10:00 a.m. 

Green Room 
EPC's Page Turners are always 

looking for new 

members!  Please join us whenever a book 

selection sounds intriguing to you!  Simply read 

the book on your own ahead of time and then 

attend the book club meeting on the first Saturday 

of the month, 10 a.m. in the Green Room.  Future 

book reads are: 

May 6, 2017 - Being Mortal by Atul 

Gawande.  The author, a practicing surgeon in 

Boston, provides a thought-provoking essay in a 

short, informative exploration of what growing old 

means in the 21st century and how the medical 

profession might better serve those whose lives are 

ending.  This book also provides helpful insights 

for care-givers whose loved ones are in the health 

care system with serious or terminal illnesses. 
 

Contact Mary Harvey if you have any 

questions or would like to join the book club. 

Follow Eastminster on 

Facebook.  We are under 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

East Lansing.  Updates, reminders, 

and other information is posted 

regularly.  Stay informed!  Please "like", 

comment or share our posts to ensure they 

show up regularly in your timeline.  When you 

share our post, it is also a great way to reach 

out to your family and friends who may be 

looking for a church home.  If the church is 

closed due to weather, it will be listed on  our 

Facebook page and website. 

Eastminster Presbyterian Church 

has ministered in this place since 

April 14, 1957.  We will be 

celebrating its 60th anniversary 

on Sunday, April 23, 2017 in worship with a 

reception following.  Join us on the 23rd as we 

celebrate the church’s anniversary, and 

recognize our 50 year members.  As has been 

our custom in recent years, members and 

friends are asked to celebrate this milestone by 

giving to our elevator loan fund. Envelopes 

will be in the pews.  
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AA: Wed & Th. 7 p.m.; Fri, 9:30 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.; Al-Anon: Th. 8:15 p.m. 

All women who are 18+ years old are invited to 

    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
 
  

2  Communion 
    9:30 a.m. 
      Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m.   
      Fellowship Time  

 
  

3 

     9:00 a.m. 
     Staff Meeting 

4 

  3:45  p.m. 
   Discipleship 
  6:45 p.m.    
    Bells   

5 

    7:00 a.m. 
     Men’s Bible   
     Study 
  10:00 a.m. 
      Hope Closet    
     7:00 p.m. 
      Worship Service 
    7:00 p.m.      
       UKirk@MSU 

6 

 9:00 a.m. 
    Cultured  
    Purls Knitting 
  1:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study 
  7:00 p.m.  
    Choir  

7 

    

8 

 9:45  a.m. 
     Advent House 

9  
      
 
  

     9:30 a.m. 
         Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m.   Worship 
      Cents-ability 
      Offering 
      Children’s Worship 
  11:45 a.m. 
    Fellowship Time  

 

10 

     9:00 a.m. 
     Staff Meeting 

11 

   6:45 p.m.    
    Bells   

12 

     7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible   
Study 

    7:00 p.m. 
      Session 
     7:00 p.m.      
       UKirk@MSU 

13 
  
 

 
Maundy Thursday 

9:00 a.m. 
    Cultured  
    Purls Knitting 
  1:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study 
   6:00 p.m. 
     Supper 
   7:00 p.m. 
    Worship Service 
   7:45 p.m.  
    Choir  

14  

 
 

Good Friday 

 

 

Eastminster 

Church’s 

60th Anniver-

sary 

  

15 

  

16  
   
 
  
  10:30 a.m. Worship 
      Children’s Worship 
  11:30 a.m.   
    Fellowship Time  

17 

 EASTER MONDAY 

 

18 

 1:15 p.m.    
     Presbyterian 
     Women 
  6:45 p.m.    
    Bells   

19 

    7:00 a.m. 
       Men’s Bible   

Study 
  10:00 a.m. 
     Movie & Lunch 
    7:00 p.m.      
      UKirk@MSU 

20 

 9:00 a.m. 
    Cultured  
    Purls Knitting 
  1:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study 
  7:00 p.m.  
    Choir  

21 

  

22 

  

23 Church 
        Anniversary 

     9:30 a.m. 
       Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Worship 
       Children’s Worship 
  11:30 a.m.   
       Fellowship Time 
    4:00 p.m. 
       Parents Gathering 
    4:00 p.m. 
        Listening & Support         

24 

    9:00 a.m. 
       Staff Meeting 
    6:00 p.m. 
       Faith & Film 
(note date change) 

25 

   6:45 p.m.    
    Bells   

26 

      7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible   
Study 

     7:00 p.m.      
       UKirk@MSU 

27 

 9:00 a.m. 
    Cultured  
    Purls Knitting 
  1:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study 
  7:00 p.m.  
    Choir  

28 

  

29 

  

30 
     9:30 a.m. 
     Sunday School 
  10:30 a.m. Worship 
     Children’s Worship 
   11:30 a.m.   
      Fellowship Time   

 1 MAY 
    9:00 a.m. 
       Staff Meeting 

 2 
  6:45 p.m.    
    Bells   

 3 
    7:00 a.m. 
       Men’s Bible   
       Study 
 10:00 a.m. 
      Hope Closet    
     7:00 p.m.      
       UKirk@MSU 

 4 
9:00 a.m. 
    Cultured  
    Purls Knitting 
  1:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study 
  7:00 p.m.  
    Choir  

 5  6 
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EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI  48823 

Phone:  (517) 337-0893     

Church Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Closed Friday 
  

Interim Pastor......................................Rev. Dr. Jeffrey S. O’Neill             revoneill@eastminsterchurch.org 

Director of Discipleship……………………...…….….Neil Myer             neil@eastminsterchurch.org 

Office Administrator…………….……...........……..Sam O’Neill             office@eastminsterchurch.org 

Adult Choir Director……………………………..Chelsea Berner             berner.chelseann@gmail.com 

Organist……………………………………..…Tamar Mikeladze             mikeladz@msu.edu 

Bell Choir Director……...………………………....Heather Myer             heather.c.myer@gmail.com 

Parish Advisor……………………….….……....Dr. Fred Graham 

Parish Advisor…………………………….…Rev. Shirley Paxton 

Nursery Attendant……………….……..……..Susel Sabon-Smith 

Nursery Assistant……………………………….Carli Jonckheere 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

ELDERS Class DEACONS Class 

Communication Ministry 
Jim Robertson   Mercy, Peace & Justice       333-0113 
Ann Bloxom   Hospitality & Involvement    204-6329 
Ruth Foster        Promotion                             881-9713 

 
2017 
2017 
2018 

Moderator 
Cindy Nixon               669-9253 
Vice Moderator 
Heather Myer            897-1594 
 

 
2017 

 
2019 

Discipleship Ministry 
Bev Bonning            Children & Youth           333-3432 
Sam O’Neill              Adult & Family               243-2669 
Brian Heitman      College & Young Adult    897-0490 

 
2017 
2018 
2019 

Secretary 
Sulin Campbell           349-5384 
 
Sherri Blanchard       349-6860 
Roz Boyne                  333-0510 
Jan Coye                     574-5806 
Barbara Dalzell          332-0407 
Judy Dunn                  351-1928 
Sue Kalvonjian           351-4096 
Sue Miller                   332-5683 
Tom Moss                  488-2526 
John Temples     770-359-9947  
    

 
2017 

 
2019 
2018 
2017 
2017 
2018 
2019 
2018 
2018 
2019 

 

Stewardship Ministry 
Norm Mackay           Building  Team              604-6003 
Susan Smalley          Property  Team              402-1057  
Barb Stowitts            Finance  Team               256-3316  

 
2019 
2018 
2019 

Worship Ministry 
Brenda Ramsby         Creative Team            281-2718       
Linda Hardenbergh  Personnel Team          420-0433 
Terry Graham            Sunday Team              332-3418  
 

 
2019 
2017 
2018 
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Easter Lilies 

If you would like to purchase a lily to grace our Chancel at Easter, please 

fill out the form below and drop it in the collection plate or turn it into the 

Church Office with a check made payable to Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church. 

Orders and payments must be received by Wednesday, April 5. 

 

Given by_______________________________________________ 

 

Number of lilies at $20.00________ = $___________ 

 

Cash____        Check______     

 

Name(s) to appear in bulletin 

________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Given in memory of______ or in honor of______ (check one) 
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